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Introduction 

 

 

Georgia has been targeted by active anti-Western and pro-Russian disinformation for years. This 

report aims to study the messages of the disinformation mouthpieces and inform readers about trends 

in their discourse both in regard to Georgia’s foreign and domestic political processes. 

 

This report offers a review of the anti-Western and the pro-Russian messages between 1 July 2020 

and 31 August 2020. Nine online media outlets and nine Facebook pages were selected for 

monitoring based on FactCheck Georgia’s regular monitoring. In total, 1,372 items (articles, videos, 

photos, Facebook posts) were monitored and 253 media products1 were included in the report. This 

publication overviews those materials which were most clear-cut within the pro-Russian and anti-

Western media discourse and had a campaign-like dissemination. As a result of the monitoring, eight 

major clusters of anti-Western and pro-Russian disinformation have been identified. 

 

The Facebook social analytics tool CrowdTangle was used to measure the dissemination of 

disinformation within the social network. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Since Facebook removed many pages associated with Alt-Info, the eventual number of active links in the report 
is 223.  
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Main Findings 

 

 

 

 

Disinformation Against NATO 

• NATO is a functionless organization on the verge of disintegration. 

• Georgia will never be accepted into NATO since it is the Alliance’s clear position that countries with 

unresolved conflicts cannot join. 

• If Georgia joins NATO, Turkish military bases will be deployed on its territory. 

• Georgia’s NATO membership means abandoning its territories. 

• NATO does not serve peaceful causes but aggressive and military ones instead. 

• NATO membership is the not the will of the Georgian people and the opinion polls are constantly 

rigged. 

• Cooperation with NATO impoverishes Georgia since the country has to make unnecessary military 

expenses. 

• NATO fears Russia since Russia fights to protect its own interests whilst NATO fights for the sake of 

money. 

Disinformation Against the USA 

• The USA blatantly interferes in Georgia’s domestic affairs. 

• The US Embassy in Georgia governs Georgian politics. 

Disinformation by its targets 
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• The US Embassy in Georgia is in conflict with the US government. 

• The USA treats Georgia like a colony. 

• The Lugar Centre serves American military interests and Georgia is being prepared for biological 

warfare. 

• US assistance is nothing as compared the money coming from Russia. 

• The USA is ruled by Satanists and paedophilia reigns supreme there. 

• The USA needs Georgia to use as a military proving ground. 

• The USA has become weakened and its global dominance in the military, financial and ideological 

realms is coming to an end. 

• The USA has played and continues to play a negative role in solving the Abkhazia problem and 

holding negotiations with Russia. 

• American interests are behind the processes in Belarus. 

Disinformation Against the EU 

• The EU-Georgia Association Agreement is no help for settling relations with Russia which is key to 

take back the Tskhinvali region and Abkhazia. 

• Georgia has no place in the European economic space and the replacement of the Russian market 

with the European one is harmful. 

• Western loans and investments pose a threat to Georgia. 

• The West does not care about democracy. 

• The Government of Georgia is an EU puppet and ruled by its resolutions and recommendations. 

• The Baltic countries had a better quality of life under the USSR as compared to their EU-membership 

period. 

• European orientation has harmed Moldova. 

• A wave of migrants will “inundate” Europe and cause unrest there. 

• The EU is on the verge of dissolution – Italy, Spain, the Netherlands and others may leave the union. 

• EU countries only took care of themselves amid the pandemic and failed to show solidary towards 

each other. They forsook Italy and Spain and, therefore, will also not help Georgia and so Georgia 

should not strive to move towards Europe. 

• The ongoing rallies in Belarus are organized by the EU, Poland and Lithuania which want to 

disintegrate and carve up Belarus. 

• EU-imposed juvenile justice takes children away from their families because of poverty. 

• There is no freedom of speech in the West and people are being persecuted for telling the truth. 

• EU values are unacceptable and Euro-Atlantic orientations have to be revised. 

Disinformation regarding International Issues 

• The West fights traditional values. 

• Liberals put restrictions on freedom of speech and an investigation will soon be launched against 

them. 

• If not for the shortcomings of Western democracy, the Second World War would not have happened. 

• American and European liberals are seeking to cause unrest in Belarus and topple the legitimate 

government. 
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• If the Government of Belarus in overthrown, the Ukraine scenario (unrest, confrontation with 

Russian, a stalled economy, etc.) will unfold there. 

• There are EU interests behind processes in Belarus. 

• The opposition in Belarus is funded by Soros. 

• Lukashenko is the last stronghold of traditional values in Europe. 

• If Georgia does not support Lukashenko, Belarus will recognize the independence of Abkhazia and 

South Ossetia. 

• Soros organizes revolutions and unrests in Eastern Europe and the Government of Georgia has also 

been bought off by him. 

Disinformation regarding Georgia’s Internal Developments 

• Reports published by the “Dossier” centre is a fabrication and there are no ties between the Alliance 

of Patriots of Georgia and the Kremlin. 

• Liberal forces are fighting the Church and aim to undermine public confidence in the Church. 

• NGOs act against the Georgian people. 

• IRI and NDI polls are biased and do not reflect the reality. 

• Media outlets which are critical to the authorities are covering the situation in the country in an 

excessively negative context. 

• Opposition parties have no chance to come to power and because of that they will attempt to stage a 

revolution. 

• The 2008 war was started by the UNM government and President Saakashvili. 

• Saakashvili’s every step during the war was following a script of the Russian intelligence. 

• The USA would be comfortable with the victory of the opposition and the defeat of the Georgian 

Dream. 

Russia-supporting Propaganda 

• The keys to all of Georgia’s problems are in Russia. 

• The West forces Georgia not to have dialogues with Russia. 

• It is not in American interests that Georgia solves its conflicts because it obviously implies a 

normalization of Russia-Georgia relations. 

• It was Russia again which threw a lifesaver into the Georgian economy. 

• Georgia lives at the expense of Russia. 

• In spite of the military stand-off, the Russian President has a special attitude towards the Georgian 

people. 

• Russia is benevolent towards Georgia and the Kremlin only needed to occupy Georgia for geopolitical 

interests. 

• In relations with Russia, the problem needs to be found within Georgia itself. 

• The West behaves aggressively whilst Russia only defends itself. Alexey Navalny was poisoned by the 

West to cause unrest in Russia. 

• Russia is the only true guardian of national and traditional values. 

• Stalin was a genius leader whilst living in the USSR was much better as compared to the “independent 

and free” Georgia. 
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Anti-Turkish Propaganda 

• The threat of Ajara’s annexation comes from Turkey and Ajara needs to be defended from Turkey. 

• If Georgia joins NATO, Turkey will be able to deploy troops in Georgia and occupy and annex the 

entire country. 

• Apart from Russia, Turkey has also occupied Georgian lands and Turkey is also an occupier. 

• Turkey is Georgia’s number-one enemy. 

• Ajara’s “Islamisation” and “Turkisation” is in progress. 

• Turkey carries out economic and cultural expansion in Georgia through investors. 

• The Treaty of Kars expires in 2021 and Turkey may take Ajara. 

• Turkey is a factor of instability in the South Caucasus and helping Azerbaijan in the case of a conflict 

between Armenia and Azerbaijan means it may use Georgian territory without permission. 

Coronavirus-related Disinformation 

• The coronavirus is man-made in a laboratory. 

• There are global forces and Bill Gates-associated groups behind the pandemic. 

• The coronavirus is similar to the seasonal flu and not that dangerous. 

• Statistics regarding COVID-19 have been falsified. 

• Testing is used to collect genetic information about humans which might be used to produce a genetic 

biological weapon. 

• The real aim of vaccination is to reduce the number of the population. 

• Vaccination would be mandatory for everyone and the government will make problems for everyone 

who refuses.  

 

Disinformation Against the NATO 

 

There were four major narratives promoted against NATO:  (1) NATO has a role fatigue and it will 

soon disintegrate, (2) In spite of false Western promises, Georgia will never join NATO, (3) Georgia’s 

NATO membership will cost the abandoning of Georgian territories and (4) The Georgian 

population in fact does not support the country’s NATO membership.  

 

The Pro-Russian Georgia and the World has been especially vocal against NATO. As compared to 

others, this media outlet devoted much more time to the criticism of the North Atlantic Alliance 

and to the promotion of propaganda disinformation targeting NATO. 
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In light of the critical discussion between the current 

US Administration and European nations, on the one 

hand, and the current tensions between NATO and 

Turkey, on the other hand, the pro-Russian media 

sought to cultivate a new narrative, claiming there is 

large strife within NATO and it will soon disintegrate. 

In accordance with one of the main narratives of 

Georgia and the World, NATO is a functionless 

organization on the verge of dissolution, is dying and cannot make it until its 76th anniversary. In 

addition, Georgia and the World claims that if NATO continues its existence, it would be only on 

paper and will vanish in reality. The media maintains there is serious strife between the large NATO 

member states and all of this stems from the fact that the USA does not want to take the interests of 

its allies into account.  

 

The Stalin Facebook page claimed that the Government of Georgia, instead of having a dialogue with 

Russia, was galloping towards NATO where nobody would accept us. The continuation of the same 

message is a claim that we have been hearing false promises of NATO membership since 1994, 

although the West constantly refers to different criteria to block Georgia’s membership. According 

to the tvm.ge website, the West stated multiple times that Georgia would not be accepted in NATO 

and the EU but despite this, the Government of Georgia stubbornly continues going in this direction. 

The same message was voiced by Alt-Info. In particular, it claimed that Georgia would not be 

accepted into NATO because of the territorial conflicts and if Georgia gets a real chance to join 

NATO, Russia will launch another military aggression (for instance, by fostering ethnic conflict in 

Georgia’s Samtskhe-Javakheti region).  

 

The pro-Russian media was also claiming that in the case of Georgia’s NATO membership, if that 

ever happens, Turkish military bases will be deployed in Georgia, paving the way for Erdogan’s 

imperialist ambitions. According to Alt-Info, Russia maintains an advantageous military posturing 

in the Caucasus and NATO will never be able to enter there. They also believe that the USA is unable 

to deploy military bases in Georgia since the regional situation is not favourable to the USA and the 

balance of power is tilted towards Russia. Alt-Info argues that Russia will never allow cannons from 

Georgia to be pointed at its cities and “if Georgia will persistently pose a problem in this regard, it is 

possible that the Russian Armed Forces will invade Georgia in the future for their own security.”  

 

Similar to the previous months, the narrative that Georgia’s NATO membership means abandoning 

its occupied territories was also clear-cut in July-August. According to Georgia and the World, 

countries with conflicts cannot join the alliance, claiming that “this is the clear position of Germany 

and without solving its territorial conflicts first, Georgia cannot become a NATO member country.” 

Georgia will not be admitted to NATO 

because of the territorial conflicts 

whilst if Georgia gets a real chance of 

NATO membership, Russia will launch 

another military aggression. 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%92%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b-%e1%83%9c%e1%83%98%e1%83%99%e1%83%9d%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90%e1%83%98%e1%83%a8%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98-%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%98/?fbclid=IwAR2JjnYe5n8VcsfB3UShONOGMj2BFF07pFw2Pq9m0almI1mNi9VU3VDULwg
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90%e1%83%a2%e1%83%9d-%e1%83%99%e1%83%95%e1%83%93%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%90-%e1%83%93%e1%83%90-%e1%83%94%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%a8-%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%91/
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2387645761538151
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%99%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90-%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%9E%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%A1/
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2379546215681439
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2393963244239736
https://tvm.ge/archives/28511
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90-%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%92%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%93/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/10/erdoghans-aqvs-teritoriebis-gapharthoebis-shansi-saqarthvelos-kharjze/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%97%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A5%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0/
https://www.facebook.com/altinfo01/videos/1504563459731462
https://www.facebook.com/altinfo01/videos/2714022128810119
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a1%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%97%e1%83%a3-%e1%83%93%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90%e1%83%9e%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%99%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%98/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%92%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B-%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90%E1%83%98%E1%83%A8%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%90/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%98-%E1%83%98%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A/
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According to Tvalsazrisi, NATO serves war objectives instead of peace and this is attested to by the 

involvement of its member states in the Middle Eastern conflicts. Georgia and the World, to 

underline NATO’s aggressive nature, stated that NATO aimed to turn Bulgaria into a frontline in 

the fight with Russia. In order to highlight the alliances’ weaknesses, Tvalsazrisi claimed that NATO 

member states (Greece and Turkey) are getting prepared to wage war against each other. 

Furthermore, Georgia and the World claimed that if Georgia joins NATO, the country will be turned 

into a US military proving ground. According to this conspiracy theory, the USA will use Georgia 

for expected conflict with both Russia and Iran and as a result, harm will be inflicted to Georgia’s 

peaceful population and infrastructure.  

 

Pro-Russian media and Facebook pages widely commented upon the so-called public opinion poll 

conducted by the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia. These agencies stated that NATO membership is 

not the will of the Georgian people and the new polls by the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia finally 

debunked that myth. They also argued that the 2008 plebiscite on Georgia’s NATO membership was 

rigged and claimed that most Georgians do not wish to join NATO.  

 

The messages of the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia in regard 

to NATO expenses were reflected in the pro- Russian 

media, too. News Front, in fact, mirrored the message of the 

Alliance of Patriots of Georgia that cooperation with NATO 

really impoverishes Georgia since Georgia has to make 

“senseless military expenses.” The Eurasia – Information 

Agency Facebook page, which is a page of the Eurasian Institute founded by Gulbaat Rtskhiladze 

and also used to share News Front articles, claimed that Georgia spends millions in some vague 

military exercises with the USA and other NATO member states. 

 

Georgia and the World also sought to show the superiority of the Russian army vis-à-vis NATO:  

“NATO fears the Russian army since Russian troops fight for the homeland and values whilst NATO 

troops fight for dollars.”  

Disinformation Against the USA 
 

Disinformation against the USA, revealed as part of the monitoring efforts, has been quite versatile 

and encompassed a full spectrum of anti-Western narratives. Pro-Russian media outlets, such News 

Front, Georgia and the World, Saqinform and Sputnik as well as the Alt-Info, Politicano and Stalin 

Facebook pages were particularly active as purveyors of anti-American disinformation and 

propaganda.  

Georgia has to make senseless 

military expenses because of 

NATO. 

https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90%e1%83%a2%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%ac%e1%83%94%e1%83%a1%e1%83%93%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%98%e1%83%93%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c-%e1%83%9e%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A9%E1%83%A0%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/nato-%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%ac%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%ae%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9b%e1%83%ac%e1%83%98%e1%83%a4%e1%83%9d-%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%97%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A5%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%97%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A5%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0/
https://www.facebook.com/111851590253580/posts/309914190447318
https://www.facebook.com/qartuliidea.ge/posts/612074219693660
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/07/natosthan-thanamshromlobis-gaghrmaveba-saqarthvelos-gagharibebas-gaaghrmavebs/
https://www.facebook.com/AgencyEurasia/posts/3235645243164708
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A7%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0/
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According to one of the major narratives, the USA 

blatantly interferes in Georgia’s domestic affairs and 

forces the country to act in line with American 

instructions. According to Georgia and the World, 

changes in election legislation (the adoption of the 

proportional model) were not a result of the demands 

of the Georgian people and voters but one “tiny 

woman, Kelly Degnan, outweighed the whole nation.” 

This narrative has been actively promoted in the previous months; in particular, during the period 

of electoral legislation changes. In addition, Georgia and the World sought to cultivate nihilism in 

regard to participation in elections among its readers and stated that everything will be fully in line 

with the advanced-prepared American script in the October 2020 elections.  

 

According to News Front, the US Embassy governs 

Georgian politics, has the ruling party and the liberal 

opposition subordinated and “unless the US Embassy is 

padlocked, we cannot have freedom and deoccupation.” 

Georgia and the World went even further and issued a 

call to launch an investigation against Kelly Degnan and 

against the USA in general to investigate crimes committed in Georgia. The Politicano Facebook 

page also blamed the USA for blatant interference in Georgia’s domestic affairs and called for people 

to stage mass protests in front of the US Embassy.  

 

News Front blamed Ambassador Degnan for the decision of the Government of Georgia to refrain 

from congratulating Lukashenko on winning the presidency and accused the Prime Minister of 

silent obedience. As claimed by Saqinform, Americans are threatening Georgian authorities that if 

the new parliament (one elected after the October 2020 elections) does not have a multi-party 

representation, they will recognize the elections results as null and void and repeat the Belarus 

scenario.  

In the reporting period, a novelty within the context of anti-American disinformation was 

emphasizing a rift between the current US conservative administration and the “liberal US Embassy 

in Georgia.” There was an active information campaign that the US Embassy is in confrontation with 

the American authorities and the US Embassy’s policy does not reflect the positions of the Trump 

administration. According to Tvalsazrisi, the US Embassy in Georgia lobbies liberal positions, 

notwithstanding the current conservative authorities in the USA. It also claimed that the Trump 

administration supports the Georgian Dream whilst Ambassador Degnan acts in opposition and 

assists/supervises Saakashvili and Bokeria.  

Changes in election legislation 

(adoption of the proportional model) 

was not a demand of the Georgian 

people and voters, but one “tiny 

woman, Kelly Degnan, outweighed the 

whole nation.” 

The October 20202 parliamentary 

elections will be fully in line with the 

advance-prepared American script. 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%92%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1%e1%83%9b%e1%83%94%e1%83%9c%e1%83%97-%e1%83%93%e1%83%90-%e1%83%92%e1%83%94%e1%83%9b%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a9%e1%83%98%e1%83%9a%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%98%e1%83%97/?fbclid=IwAR2u9vZ34rRwMeXboo7VFc7Gmxyb50Jz0cdEYYkzpzNxRFSttHu3RhQyovg
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9E%E1%83%98-_-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98-%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A9%E1%83%98-%E1%83%93%E1%83%94/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98%e1%83%99%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98-%e1%83%99%e1%83%9d%e1%83%9c%e1%83%92%e1%83%a0%e1%83%94%e1%83%a1%e1%83%9b%e1%83%94%e1%83%9c%e1%83%94%e1%83%91-2/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/06/15/sanam-amerikis-saelchos-boqlomi-ar-daedeba-manamde-thavisuphleba-da-deokupatsia-ar-gveghirseba/?fbclid=IwAR01lt3GP_ZRLrJ7QLZ9GRqVldyL3RFTzU-Kbk65orGbxy8PooQKPo4Ucag
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98-%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%a8-%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%a9%e1%83%98/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/16/batono-premiero-thqven-daamtkitseth-rom-saqarthvelo-ar-shemdgari-sakhelmtsiphoa-koloniaa-ashsh-s-elchis-daukithkhavad-sakuthar-khalkhsats-ki-ver-mimarthavth-ilona-batsatsashvili/
http://saqinform.ge/news/47727/saqarTveloshi+dasabruneblad+saakashvils+seriozuli+resursi+gaachnia+-+arno+xidirbegishvili.html
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%a2%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%9e%e1%83%98-_-%e1%83%90%e1%83%9a%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1%e1%83%98-%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%a9%e1%83%98-%e1%83%93%e1%83%94/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A1%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9E/
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During the monitoring period, the pro-Russian media constantly sought to marginalize the US-

Georgian strategic partnership and claimed that the USA treats Georgia like a colony instead of a 

partner and friend. Tvalsazrisi published an article where the USA is represented as an invading 

state. Alt-Info actively promoted a similar narrative that the USA imposes its own policy over 

Georgia and the latter’s authorities are unable to resist. According to its narrative, the influential 

Western (American) elite pursues a colonial policy vis-à-vis small countries which takes place in 

Georgia through the US Embassy. These elites do not allow Georgia’s national forces to succeed.  

 

 In addition, Dimitri Lortkipanidze (Director of the 

Primakov Russian-Georgian Public Centre and a current 

independent MP candidate for the Didube-Chughureti 

majoritarian constituency) said that Frontera and the 

Anaklia Seaport cases were 21st century colonialism. Mr 

Lortkipanidze opines that the US efforts not to allow 

Russian and Chinese investments in the Anaklia project 

run counter to the practice of partner relations, claiming that “Washington’s complete political 

monopoly in the country is nothing short of openly manifested colonialism which was demonstrated 

by the Frontera case once again.” 

 

 During the monitoring, disinformation against the Lugar 

Centre was again promoted to discredit the USA. Some 

media outlets blamed the Lugar Centre for serving American 

military interests and preparing Georgia for biological 

warfare. The pro-Russian media sought to mystify biological 

laboratories in post-Soviet countries and circulate 

conspiracy theories about them. According to their 

messages, Americans are collecting biological samples in 

different countries in order to produce biological weapons targeting specific ethnicities.  

 

Robert Sturua, in his interview with Radio Utsnobi and which was later published as an article on 

News Front, talked about the morality of the American elite and regurgitated an absurd conspiracy 

theory, claiming:  “Americans torture toddlers because during torture, a toddler releases some liquid 

and famous stars and personalities use that liquid to stay young.” Georgia and the World asserted 

that the USA is governed by Satanists and paedophiles.  

 

According to yet another narrative, US assistance is nothing as compared to the money coming from 

Russia and Georgia does not really need it. Saqinform claims that US aid to Georgia is mostly used 

US efforts not to allow Russian and 

Chinese investments in the Anaklia 

project run counter to the practice of 

partner relations. 

“Americans torture toddlers because 

during torture, a toddler releases 

some liquid and famous stars and 

personalities use that liquid to stay 

young.” 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90-%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%91%E1%83%90%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A0/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%93%e1%83%98%e1%83%9b%e1%83%98%e1%83%a2%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%a5%e1%83%98%e1%83%a4%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%98%e1%83%ab%e1%83%94-%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b/?fbclid=IwAR0f9evqsYQvSk_p0edZG2W1i5askB43RuBxYJ42G_iOs43Gl1rNrh4zsic
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%94%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90%e1%83%a2%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d-%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98%e1%83%a8-%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%9c%e1%83%aa-%e1%83%a9%e1%83%94%e1%83%9b%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%a5%e1%83%95/?fbclid=IwAR1oylIw4Ly2ajXpQBJrbrKWqxFjUu7HwhKQC0Wx_bo0ucELY0uiF4Ta5xE
https://www.facebook.com/altinfo01/posts/323366809026147
http://geworld.ge/ge/30-%e1%83%ac%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%96%e1%83%94-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%94%e1%83%a2%e1%83%98%e1%83%90-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a8/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%9a%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c-%e1%83%a9%e1%83%90%e1%83%a9%e1%83%a3%e1%83%90-%e1%83%ae%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a4%e1%83%9a%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%90/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%A9%E1%83%90%E1%83%A9%E1%83%A3%E1%83%90-%E1%83%AE%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A4%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%90/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%A5%E1%83%98%E1%83%A4%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%98-%E1%83%98%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A1/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/07/sakhiphatho-amerikuli-biologiuri-laboratoriebi-qhophil-sabtchotha-respublikebshi/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a5%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%99%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%90-16/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/27/dzu-dzum-tso-va-ra-bav-shvebs-atsa-me-ben-si-thkhes-ighe-ben-visze-saubrobs-robert-sturua/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A2%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%96%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9B/
http://gruzinform.ge/news/47117/arno+xidirbegishvili%3A+ruseTi+saqarTvelosgan+weliwadshi+marto+Rvinos+yidulobs+im+Tanxis%2C+rac+ashsh-is+mTel+daxmarebas+aRemateba%21.html
http://saqinform.ge/news/47117/arno+xidirbegishvili%3A+ruseTi+saqarTvelosgan+weliwadshi+marto+Rvinos+yidulobs+im+Tanxis%2C+rac+ashsh-is+mTel+daxmarebas+aRemateba%21.html
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to bribe the “third sector” and fund the Russophobic media. In addition, US aid is a means to bribe 

the government and ensure unconditional obedience from them. The Kardhu Facebook page 

circulated a disinformation that “the USA threatened Georgia to cut aid unless we released Giorgi 

Rurua from prison.” Mr Rurua is a share-holder of the opposition-minded TV channel, Mtavari, and 

one of the supporters of the 2019 June protests.  

 

In turn, News Front cultivated the idea that Georgia does not the USA and that it is the latter which 

needs Georgia “as America’s only military stronghold in the Caucasus and the Black Sea – Against 

Russia, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Turkey as well as a reserve corridor to withdraw troops from 

Afghanistan and vice-versa – as a transfer point in the case of attacking Iran.”  

 

The propaganda campaign, emphasizing that the USA is getting weakened and its global dominance 

is coming to an end, was part of some anti-American hysteria. According to Georgia and the World, 

US foreign debt is rising catastrophically and the economy cannot sustain this much longer. As stated 

by the media outlet, USD is in crisis and will soon be replaced by CNY. According to News Front, 

the modernization of the US Air Force has been going unsuccessfully and it is outperformed by its 

rivals. The pro-Russian media also used coronavirus themes to highlight America’s weakness. 

According to their narrative, the coronavirus revealed the feebleness and the inability of the 

American system and, as a result, Western media also relinquishes influence and advantage. 

Moreover, the pro-Russian media claims that Washington’s positions are also being undermined in 

the Caucasus and it seeks to delegate responsibility to others. Americans prefer Turkish dominance 

in the Caucasus as compared to Russian and Iranian dominance and they are ready to sacrifice 

Georgia to achieve these goals.  

 

Pro-Russian groups also sought to positively portray Russia within the context of the settling of the 

Georgian-Abkhaz conflict and, on the contrary, promoted negative propaganda targeting the USA. 

According to a News Front article, the Georgian-Abkhaz negotiations which were successfully 

taking place in 1997 owing to Russian mediation, were foiled by the Americans.  

 

 Georgia and the World also took aim at American 

liberalism and capitalism. According to the newspaper, 

liberalism dragged America into the swamp of unrest and 

chaos. This time, it were blacks who “enslaved” whites 

and soon “LGBT sect followers” will attempt to do the 

same vis-à-vis “normal people”. The same media outlet 

claimed that Americans, in the name of liberalism, 

support “process of moral decay of public” which is in progress in Europe. According to Georgia and 

“Increased violence and homicides 

among Georgian adolescents is the 

result of liberalism and the American 

(Western) education system.” 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90-%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%91%E1%83%90%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%92%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%A3%E1%83%91%E1%83%9C%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98/
https://www.facebook.com/217114512148619/posts/856107404915990
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/06/saqarthvelos-ki-ar-stchirdeba-amerika-amerikas-stchirdeba-saqarthvelo-arno-khidirbegishvili/?fbclid=IwAR3wKPBQqRphb3zNXyNUk71Z2HP6m6NhybL-1UFaCjsZMQxcgX-8Aw15Vy4
http://geworld.ge/ge/foreign-affairs-%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%9E%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%A7%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%A8-%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%AE%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AC%E1%83%98%E1%83%A4%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90-%E1%83%94/
http://geworld.ge/ge/goldman-sachs-%e1%83%98-%e1%83%93%e1%83%9d%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%9a%e1%83%94-%e1%83%90%e1%83%a6%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0-%e1%83%98%e1%83%a5%e1%83%9c%e1%83%94%e1%83%91/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%a9%e1%83%98%e1%83%9c%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a3%e1%83%ae%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%93-%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%91%e1%83%9d%e1%83%91%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%a3/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/30/f-35-is-modernizatsia-rogorts-shelakhuli-reputatsiis-shedegi/?fbclid=IwAR0RwutTtD3zyhO6_jsSZGnzm93Dam67Y70Jux-D7FV4C4D6xOX-VbEVrSw
http://saqinform.ge/news/47125/mosazreba%3A+ratom+kargavs+dasavluri+media+poziciebs.html
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/30/dasustebuli-amerika-tsdilobs-kavkasiashi-thurqethi-datovos-maqhureblis-rolshi/?fbclid=IwAR2nCcGj5EL9pyaa3xgS1beHlzphPdjUegk8F_-MvmtY9z1vT4Ou0DZ0y5E
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/07/itsnobdeth-gmirs-visi-motsadinebithats-aphkhazebthan-datsqhebuli-molaparakebis-protsesi-chaishala/?fbclid=IwAR3gkyDbu7gofPTuQ8RZAOQp56TaLgMBmp7cOFuaONGpPGHUOcn6hy9Id7k
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A5%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%9D%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9B/
https://alt-info.com/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%98%e1%83%94%e1%83%a2%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97-%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97-%e1%83%a3%e1%83%91%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a8%e1%83%90/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%99%E1%83%98%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%95-%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9D%E1%83%93%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%97-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A9/
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the World, increased violence and homicides among Georgian adolescents is the result of liberalism 

and the American (Western) education system. Their authors claim that the US-imposed system 

turned Georgia into a criminal state. Georgia and the World maintains that the “Democrats and the 

Republicans are not in fact independent political parties but fractions of one large capitalist party” 

which aims to exploit people in the interests of the small financial elite. Valeri Kvaratskhelia, TV 

Obiektivi journalist, claimed in the same article that the incompatibility of social justice and 

capitalism will end in the total collapse of the latter, adding that capitalist rules comes to an end and 

socialism will soon reign supreme in the USA.  

 

The anti-Western media also sought to blame the USA for disseminating Russophobic propaganda. 

Saqinform claimed that the American promote fake news in regard to Russian interference in other 

countries’ elections. According to the same claim, reports published by “Dossier” about the Alliance 

of Patriots of Georgia are a part of that process.  

 

Information about American interests behind the processes in Belarus was also actively reported. 

According to Georgia and the World, “Americans cultivate this evil against Russia. In this particular 

case, they aim to tear Belarus away from Russia in the same way that they tore Ukraine away.” The 

USA seeks to “destroy Belarus – the last stronghold of the post-Soviet space – and have Orthodox 

Russia encircled by NATO.”  

Disinformation Against the European Union 
 

July-August monitoring identified purveyors of EU-related propaganda and disinformation. These 

sources are: Georgian and the World, News Front, the Stalin Facebook page, Tvalsazrisi, Kardhu, 

Georgian Idea, Saqinform, the Politicano Facebook page, the Anti-Paradox Facebook page, Georgian 

Thought and Alt-Club. 

 

In the monitoring period, pro-Russian propaganda sought to convince readers that the EU and 

NATO are baiting Georgia with membership but, in fact, there are no such prospects. Therefore, 

according to the disinformation “we are left dishonoured, on our knees, begging, hopeless and 

desperate instead of becoming a promised independent, democratic and rich NATO and EU 

member.”  

 

On the other hand, Kremlin propaganda sought to convince readers that “in the modern Western 

economic space, there is no place for us [Georgia]” and “for the West, Georgia is merely a transit 

territory connecting Europe and Asia and nothing more.” In this manner, they sought to marginalize 

the need and benefit of Georgia’s EU membership. The pro-Russian media also circulated another 

item of disinformation of an economic nature according to which the replacement of the Russian 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%AA%E1%83%AE%E1%83%9D%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%92%E1%83%94%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%98%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%99%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-12/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%99%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-11/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%99%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-15/
http://saqinform.ge/news/47749/arno+xidirbegishvili+-+irma+inashvilze%2C+daviT+Tarxan-mouravsa+da+%E2%80%9EsaqarTvelos+patriotTa+aliansze%E2%80%9C+mixeil+xodorkovskis+%E2%80%9Edosies%E2%80%9C+shesaxeb.html
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%92%e1%83%98%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%92%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%93%e1%83%98%e1%83%95%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9a%e1%83%a3%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%94%e1%83%9c%e1%83%99/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%99%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-16/
http://isari.ge/Amerika_Saqartveloshi_26_08_20.php
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%99%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-15/
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2375157922786935
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/06/thanamedrove-dasavlur-ekonomikur-sivrtseshi-chveni-adgili-ar-aris/?fbclid=IwAR2gRDYrTyJMwt8MhpBPfBAsb7XFO48DazfXQ2QZmR2OMomN2RMaRnyEpBQ
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a4%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%94%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9c%e1%83%94%e1%83%9d%e1%83%91%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9c%e1%83%92%e1%83%a0%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%98/?fbclid=IwAR0OyLj7C2g_NBPYVeJOYAzsX3RjXbTUkDbXg0YlbV3ZeTghA_1cESmn64I
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market with the European market brought Ajara on the verge of a heavy social and demographic 

catastrophe which, in turn, unleashed Turkey’s “cultural-economic expansion” in the region.  

 

 Propaganda purveyor pages manipulatively reported 

information about loans which Georgia received from 

European nations amid the pandemic-induced crisis. 

For instance, they wrote that “grants and loans from 

Germany to Georgia are debts for generations.” 

Moreover, according to Georgia and the World, foreign 

direct investments are harmful and dangerous, naming 

the case of Greece as an example. The newspaper also 

wrote that the West (the USA and Europe) demanded an “urgent and complete privatization of state-

owned property” several years ago and sought to show that the privatization policy was harmful for 

the country.  

 

 Yet another narrative which anti-Western propaganda 

sought to promote was the portrayal of the Government 

of Georgia as puppet of the Europeans. They claimed 

that Georgia is governed by Brussels-adopted 

resolutions and recommendations; that is, orders, 

although in contrast with the conquerors of the previous 

centuries, the chief value of the modern West is the 

“primate of LGBT sect followers.” The pro-Russian 

media claimed that the West did not care about Georgian democracy in the past and does not care 

about it now, emphasizing that when “over one-third of the Georgian population; that is, 1,360,000 

people are starving, the main concern of the political elite is to how to please the West.”  

  

 

 In order to marginalize the already reaped benefits from the EU and the expected benefits from EU 

membership, anti-Western sources promoted disinformation that “six years of relations with the EU 

only harmed Moldova.” To this end, they claimed that the Baltic countries lived better under the 

USSR as compared to current-day Lithuania since nothing has improved since joining the EU and 

NATO.  

 

An important issue of EU-related disinformation concerned the EU-Georgia Association Agreement. 

Georgia and the World claimed that Georgia’s current foreign policy, which was reflected in signing 

the Association Agreement, impedes the country from settling the conflict with Russia.  

 

Georgia is governed by orders from 

Brussels although in contrast with the 

conquerors of the previous centuries, 

the chief value of the modern West is 

the “primate of LGBT sectarians.” 

“Reports published by the ‘Dossier’ 

against the Alliance of Georgia is 

another piece of American fake news 

to show Russian interference in other 

countries’ elections.” 

https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2375780132724714
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%AD%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%AD%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%AB%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%97%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%A0/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%99%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-12/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a1%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%97%e1%83%a3-%e1%83%93%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90%e1%83%9e%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%99%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%98/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%AA-%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%92%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%A4%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%AE%E1%83%9D/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%AA-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%95%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%A6%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%ae%e1%83%9a%e1%83%94%e1%83%9d%e1%83%91%e1%83%98-4/?fbclid=IwAR0zRQt3KAEt9X6yvoKuGeKivcTtV81NB5hLQyRS6li_q34u2K6soJZ9p_g
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c-%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%98%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%9d%e1%83%91/
https://www.facebook.com/antiparadox/posts/3492284590794343
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0-%e1%83%99%e1%83%98%e1%83%99%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90%e1%83%ab%e1%83%94-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a-3/
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Anti-Western sources have demonstrated their marked 

support toward the EU-based far-right groups which was 

manifested in the selective coverage of Eurosceptic and far-

right news. For instance, it was reported in concert that 

discontent in the Czech Republic on EU membership 

increased by 10%. They also claimed that “many do not share 

the so-called European values” and named Hungary and Poland as an example, pointing out that 

under the pretext of “protect rights,” the EU may demand “lobbying the interests of sexual minorities 

and guarantees to accept migrants” in exchange for financial assistance.  

 

Similar to the previous months, the migration issue was actively exploited to discredit the EU. 

According to anti-Western propaganda, “the wave of migration nearly inundated Europe” and 

migrants cause unrest in European cities. Georgia and the World wrote that many French, Belgian, 

German and Dutch nationals understand that millions of migrants are alien and hostile to European 

culture whilst European humanism resembles mental illness. Georgia and the World also stated that 

Europe lives under the dictatorship of multiculturalism and political correctness. The pro-Russian 

media also noted that because of migrants coming from North Africa and the Middle East, Italexit 

(Italy leaving the EU) may happen. Speaking of Italy, they also claimed that the EU superimposed 

the euro common currency over Italy, thereby harming the latter’s economy and its government 

had to follow the EU-dictated policy. This reason was named to illustrate the inevitability of Italexit.  

 

 Anti-EU propaganda was constantly touting that the EU is 

on the verge of disintegration. This message was identified in 

the monitoring of the previous months. For instance, the pro-

Russian media wrote that the “only way for any state willing 

to keep its sovereignty and economy is to leave the EU.” 

Stemming from this assumption, they claimed that “the 

Netherlands may leave the EU” whilst Nexit (the Netherlands leaving the EU) was assessed as a 

reason for the eventual disintegration of the EU. France, Denmark, Sweden and Austria were also 

named as candidates for leaving the EU.  

  

Anti-Western propaganda also exploited the coronavirus-induced crisis and referred to it as yet 

another reason behind the future disintegration of the EU. In this regard, they reiterated the 

propaganda narrative promoted in March-April 2020:  “The pandemic has shown everyone that 

there is no shared political solidarity between the European nations.” As stated by Georgia and the 

World, amid the pandemic “all EU countries became self-absorbed and left Spain and Italy to their 

death. The newspaper did not exclude Italy and Spain leaving the union because of the coronavirus-

induced economic problems and announced the final dissolution of the EU afterwards.  

The Baltic countries lived 

better under the USSR as 

compared to the present day. 

For any state willing to keep its 

sovereignty and economy, the 

only solution is to leave the EU. 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A9%E1%83%94%E1%83%AE%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%98%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%90-%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%94-%E1%83%AC-%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A-%E1%83%A4%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%94%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%94/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a5%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%99%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%90-14/
https://www.facebook.com/ALTKLUBI/posts/2600233473624275
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B-%E1%83%98%E1%83%AC%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%92%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%9d%e1%83%98%e1%83%ac%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%97%e1%83%a3-%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90-italexit-%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%96%e1%83%a0/
http://geworld.ge/ge/nexit-%e1%83%98-%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%93%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1/
http://geworld.ge/ge/nexit-%E1%83%98-%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c-%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%98%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%9d%e1%83%91/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98-%e1%83%93%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90%e1%83%a1%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c-%e1%83%90%e1%83%a1/
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On this topic, Georgia and the World wrote that the big European countries “always stick together, 

in the G8, the EU or in any other union or alliance but once it was needed, once Italy and Spain fell, 

all of the others started to overrun them. For any country willing to maintain its sovereignty and 

economy, the only solution is leaving the EU. They turned their backs on those countries in need 

and limited themselves with apologies alone, something similar when they want us to be content 

with their concern/indignation.” As claimed by the pro-Russian media, given the lack of solidarity 

within the EU, the latter will also not help Georgia and Georgia has to stop going towards Europe. 

The pro-Russian media also talked about Western impotence during the 2008 August war:  “The 

West only became concerned and did not help and today there is even less chance of getting aid 

because there is no longer such a geopolitical conjuncture in the West as there was even 12-15 years 

ago.” 

 

 In regard to the recent events in Belarus, pro-Russian sources 

were writing that “Europe fears Russia’s open interference 

and new conflict which is why Brussels is more tolerant of 

Lukashenko.” The pro-Russian media also claimed that the 

West is behind the ongoing processes in Belarus. According 

to Tvalsazrisi, even Macron acknowledged that “rallies in Belarus are organized by the EU.”   

 

According to the Kremlin’s propaganda, “Europe and America do not recognize the expression of 

the will of the Belarusian people and, instead, make emphasis on those 10% who are active in the 

streets, seeking to provoke [Lukashenko’s] government and to have massive bloodshed similar to the 

Ukrainian Maidan and blame everything on the government and Lukashenko personally.” News 

Front also accused Poland and Lithuania of “wishing to, in fact, dismember and carve up Belarus.”  

In July-August, the Code of the Child was an active topic of discussion for anti-Western pages. Anti-

Western sources claim that the juvenile justice, which was introduced in Georgia, is similar to the 

one in the EU. This code, they claim, implies the government taking children away from their 

families because of poverty and, as a result, poor families (more than 20% of the families in Georgia) 

are facing this danger. The media outlets maintain that the juvenile justice, imposed by the strategic 

partners, will contribute to disregarding traditions and family sanctity which are fundamental for 

Georgia.  

 

Pro-Russian propaganda also stated that “freedom of speech in the West is in danger and this danger 

is growing daily.” According to them, “in the West, people are persecuted and harassed only because 

someone dares to say that morality, decency and family are good and promiscuity, immorality and 

depravity are bad.” They claim that people in the West are punished for protecting traditional values 

The European Union is behind 

the demonstrations in Belarus. 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A9%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%98-%E1%83%98%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A1/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/19/evropas-rusethis-ghia-charevis-da-akhali-konphliqtis-eshinia-amitomats-briuseli-lukashenkos-mimarth-arts-ise-mkatsria/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%9c-%e1%83%93%e1%83%92%e1%83%90%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%91%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a1%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98-%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%a2%e1%83%98/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/17/konstantine-chikviladze-makroni-kargad-erkveva-ras-wers/?fbclid=IwAR3T-ihc3RudJISzFVle2j3naaQA-fp8_98D166b9uL1jhfZlsu16UA_tqg
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/15/saqarthvelos-mthavroba-thavisi-umoqmedobith-lukashenkos-aphkhazeth-osethis-aghiarebisken-ubidzgebs/
https://www.facebook.com/217114512148619/posts/884652325394831
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A9%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%94%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9C/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%93%e1%83%90%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%9a%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%98%e1%83%a2%e1%83%a7%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%ad%e1%83%94%e1%83%a8%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98%e1%83%a2%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%ac%e1%83%9b%e1%83%a3%e1%83%9c%e1%83%9d%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1/
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and the West also seeks to implant the same in Georgia. These messages were actively promoted in 

the previous months.  

 

 In July-August, pro-Russian sources sought to discredit the 

EU by referring to its past. Georgia and the World even 

dedicated a series of articles to the “shady history of the EU” 

where the authors claimed that the European project is a 

“clandestine plan of transnational elites to implement a 

reliable system of control over the national governments.” 

The newspaper claims that the main objective of the plan is to “uproot national sovereignty.”   

 

Traditionally, manipulative messages in regard to the EU values were also actively promoted: 

 

• The EU is a Masonic-Satanist organization. 

• For the sake of experiment, “hundreds of children were deliberately handed over to paedophiles in 

Germany.” 

• In most Western countries, propaganda of sexual depravity has become an integral part of public life. 

• The “Liberalism-poisoned West” questions the existence of two sexes. 

• The Berlin Film Festival symbolic bear “lost” its sex. 

• In most Western countries, same-sex marriage is legal. 

• In France, the words “mother” and “father” were replaced by “parent number one” and “parent 

number two.” 

In contrast, pro-Russian sources are referring to the Russian legislation which bans same-sex 

marriage.  

 

In order to portray the EU as a union which fights traditions, the anti-Western media was talking 

about a new law in the EU candidate state of Montenegro which was adopted after the EU called for 

it. According to these media reports, “the law allows the seizure of property from the Serbian 

Orthodox Church” and “legalizes sodomite unions.” By referring to these examples, the pro-Russian 

media sought to convince its readers that Georgia has to abandon Euro-Atlantic integration: “If 

hatred towards the church and disregarding family sanctity is a European value, we do not want 

such a Europe.”  

 

Disinformation on International Issues 

 

During the monitoring period, propaganda information about international issues was almost fully 

overwhelmed by the events in Belarus. The pro-Russian media actively sought to accuse the West 

The main objective of the 

European Union is to uproot 

national sovereignty. 

https://www.facebook.com/PoliticanoGeorgia/photos/a.788340987878364/3244928265552945/?type=3&theater
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A9%E1%83%A0%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-6/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A9%E1%83%A0%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-5/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%a9%e1%83%a0%e1%83%93%e1%83%98%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%95%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c-3/
https://www.facebook.com/328255007802524/posts/630017820959573
https://www.facebook.com/ml.gl.7524/videos/300231724385172
http://geworld.ge/NEW/PDF/geworld-24-2020.pdf
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9E%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%AA%E1%83%AE%E1%83%9D%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%90%E1%83%93-%E1%83%A7%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/26/qalisa-da-mamakatsis-arsebobas-ukve-kinematographshits-ebrdzvian-premia-usqeso-msakhiobebisthvis/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A7%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%AA%E1%83%AE%E1%83%9D%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%99/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%99%E1%83%98%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%95-%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9D%E1%83%93%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%97-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A9/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A6%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A5%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A-%E1%83%99%E1%83%90/
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of being behind the processes in Belarus and continued portraying Lukashenko’s government and 

Russia in a positive light which was in line with the Kremlin’s official position. The following sources 

were involved in manipulative reporting:  the Politicano Facebook page, the Kardhu Facebook page, 

Georgia and the World, Tvalsazrisi, News Front and the tvm.ge website. 

 

 The pro-Russian media made use of the unfolding events 

in Belarus to promote a disinformation narrative that the 

West is fighting against traditional values whilst 

Lukashenko is being persecuted for defending those values. 

Georgia and the World, Politicano and Tvalsazrisi blamed 

American and European liberals for organizing the unrest 

and the attempted overthrow of the legitimate government. According to Kardhu, Belarus is the first 

case when the West’s scenario for revolution has failed.  

 

 According to the pro-Russian media, if Lukashenko’s 

regime falls, processes similar to Ukraine will be unleashed 

there and the country will be impoverished, destroyed and 

depraved in the name of democracy. Those media outlets 

point to the West as the provoker and planner of the 

Belarus events. They claim that the processes in Belarus are 

orchestrated from abroad and Soros-funded groups 

together with the EU are putting on the pressure there. News Front also saw the West behind the 

protests and claimed that the choice of the people of Belarus was overrun by the West. According 

to News Front, the Catholic world is fighting Orthodox Belarus. 

 

Those media outlets also actively sought to portray Lukashenko as a strong ruler and patriot. 

Tvalsazrisi stated that “Lukashenko is the last stronghold of traditional values in Europe”. The tvm.ge 

website said that Georgian “liberals” went to Belarus to cause unrest. Gulbaat Rtskhiladze even 

drafted a petition in the name of Georgia to congratulate Lukashenko on his election victory. Georgia 

and the World reported that most Georgian people, in fact, supported Lukashenko. News Front and 

Tvalsazrisi claimed that in the case of Georgia refraining from supporting Lukashenko’s regime, he 

will recognize the independence of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali, pushing other countries to follow suit.  

 

Apart from Belarus, the pro-Russian media traditionally assaulted liberalism and Western 

democratic systems. According to Tvalsazrisi, liberals are fighting against the freedom of speech and 

announced an imminent investigation against them. Tvalsazrisi also sought to convince readers that 

“they do all the favours for blacks, Indians and Arabs whilst mistreating Georgians.” George Soros, 

in line with the Kremlin’s traditional message-box, was portrayed in Georgian pro-Russian media as 

The West persecutes Lukashenko 

because of his defending 

traditional values. 

Processes in Belarus are ruled from 

abroad and Soros-funded groups 

together with the EU are putting 

on the pressure there. 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a5%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%99%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%90-18/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/13/belorusiaa-ukanaskneli-thavisuphali-qveqhana-dedamitsaze-sadats-sorosebi-da-msgavsi-sodomistebi-ver-batonoben-etchvits-ar-mepareboda-pirveli-samizne-lukashenko-iqneboda-dito-bidzinashvili/?fbclid=IwAR1Eh8V2Yk1z2JCkXpBKHppxKyEDLVynd7Dokt9ap2bC1t7IfdSkRaFG3Po
https://www.facebook.com/alpha.georgia/posts/581075165900733
https://www.facebook.com/217114512148619/posts/886038125256251
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%91%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a1%e1%83%98-%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%93%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9e%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1%e1%83%a2%e1%83%a1/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%92%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%99/
https://www.facebook.com/PoliticanoGeorgia/posts/3184137558298683
https://www.facebook.com/217114512148619/photos/a.217989565394447/893357211191009/?type=3
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%9b%e1%83%9d%e1%83%95%e1%83%9a%e1%83%94%e1%83%9c%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%98-%e1%83%91%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a1%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5/
https://www.facebook.com/217114512148619/posts/889484028244994
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1%e1%83%94-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%92%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%98%e1%83%9b%e1%83%91%e1%83%9d%e1%83%9a%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a0/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/17/rogor-menaneba-belorusia-demokratiis-sakhelith-gapartakhdeba-qveqhana-gaiqhideba-daingreva/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/14/belarusebma-ase-thu-gaagrdzeles-male-daengrevath-qveqhana-traqtoris-da-kartophilis-photoebs-inatreben-maia-dvalidze/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/25/lukashenko-tsava-da-belaruss-tsikhlqvesh-gaigdeben-eg-usaqmuri-demokratebi/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/11/aleqsandre-lukashenko-belarusis-dedaqalaqshi-areulobebi-qveqhnis-garedan-imartheba-erth-erthi-mathgani-chekhethia/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A1%E1%83%AF%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA%E1%83%9D%E1%83%AA%E1%83%AE%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90-%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%AE/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/12/belarusze-zetsola-mimdinareobs-evrokavshiri-belarusthan-urthierthobebs-gadakhedavs-phon-der-leieni/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/17/konstantine-chikviladze-makroni-kargad-erkveva-ras-wers/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/13/evropa-ashsh-is-azrith-thurme-20-is-pozitsia-uphro-mnishvnelovani-da-demokratiulia-vidre-80-sa-datho-khvadagiani/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/17/katholikuri-evropa-anadgurebs-marthlmadideblur-qveqhnebs-am-atsqhobil-qveqhanas-belaruss-erth-tselshi-gakhveven-omshi-themur-koghua/
https://www.facebook.com/PoliticanoGeorgia/posts/3201246986587740
https://www.facebook.com/antiparadox/posts/3470261189663350
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%E1%83%92%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91-%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%92%E1%83%90/
https://tvm.ge/archives/28521?fbclid=IwAR1t0g9bhY9AKUYaIm--MNXE-RERvC_BaWGaFpFCLjm3sUIzi3ige9Ju-x4
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%98%e1%83%9c%e1%83%a4%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%aa%e1%83%98%e1%83%90-%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1%e1%83%9c%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%a3%e1%83%aa/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%92%e1%83%98%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%92%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%93%e1%83%98%e1%83%95%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9a%e1%83%a3%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%94%e1%83%9c%e1%83%99/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/28/saqarthveloshi-tsdiloben-lukashenkos-provotsirebas-aghiaros-aphkhazethis-da-s-osethis-damoukidebloba/?fbclid=IwAR2rcPfEy3_kDAL-PHglCCCuKEal2vjjXDnxLKRzJ9Yo3tar1ILyb45WdGk
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%9a%e1%83%a3%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%94%e1%83%9c%e1%83%99%e1%83%9d-%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9e%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%95%e1%83%9c%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%90-%e1%83%a0/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%93%e1%83%90%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98-%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%a2%e1%83%98%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98%e1%83%91%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%9a%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%98/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%90%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a5%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a-%e1%83%94%e1%83%9b%e1%83%98%e1%83%92%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%a2%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%a0/


 

 

                                                            
 

 

20 

an organizer of unrest and revolutions in post-Soviet countries. George Soros was also blamed for 

the ongoing instability in Africa and for instigating the Arab Spring. He was proclaimed as a chief 

financier of the aforementioned revolutions. According to Georgia and the World, the Government 

of Georgia is similarly bought off by Soros and the Western capital which comes into the country in 

the form of assistance. Georgia and the World asserts that Georgia is under the West’s domination: 

“Today, the geographic names of the conquerors have been changed – Karakorum is now 

Washington, Istanbul is Brussels, Isfahan is Strasbourg and Georgia is governed by resolutions and 

recommendations adopted there.”  

Disinformation Regarding Georgia’s Internal Developments 

The monitoring identified a number of important domestic political issues targeted by 

disinformation and propaganda efforts. These issues were manipulatively reported by the following 

anti-Western and pro-Russian media: Sputnik-Ossetia, Saqinform, News Front, Tvalsazrisi, the 

Capital City Facebook page, the Anti-liberal Doctrine Facebook page, the Stalin Facebook page, the 

Alt-Club Facebook page, the Geo Pepe Facebook page and the Alto-Info Facebook page. 

 

 Several different directions can be identified in regard to the disinformation about Georgia’s internal 

developments in July-August. In particular, according to some online media outlets identified as a 

part of the monitoring, liberal forces keep fighting to make 

the Georgian Orthodox Church fall apart. In this regard, of 

note is Georgia and the World’s article of 29 July 2020 where 

Guram Gamtsemlidze, a priest, claimed that the CRRC 

(Caucasus Research Resource Centre) survey, which said 

that number of parishioners attending the Easter service 

dropped by 91% as compared to the previous year and many 

Orthodox Christians disagreed with the use of a common spoon during communion, did not reflect 

the reality. As stated by the clergyman, the CRRC survey as well as the reports produced by the 

other “Soros-funded” organisations are, in fact, a declaration of the ideological desires and aspirations 

of those particular groups instead of the reality. According to this narrative, NGOs want to turn the 

Georgian Orthodox Church into a “symbolic and exotic” institution which would be unable to 

influence the country’s public and political life as it is in the West.   

 

Similar to the previous months, the propaganda campaign spearheaded by the anti-Western media 

against the NGO sector, the critically-minded media and opposition parties was also identified in 

July-August. This may have been more dangerous given the context of the October parliamentary 

elections in Georgia since the activity of the civic sector is the most important and relevant amid the 

election campaign period.  

Liberal forces are fighting to 

make the Georgian Orthodox 

Church fall apart. 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%ae%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%98%e1%83%9c%e1%83%aa-%e1%83%ae%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%a6%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90-%e1%83%95%e1%83%97/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%AE%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%AA-%E1%83%AE%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A6%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90-%E1%83%95%E1%83%97/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%9b%e1%83%94-%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%aa-%e1%83%92%e1%83%98%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%92%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%94%e1%83%a4%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%94%e1%83%ae%e1%83%9d/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2372533266382734&id=1510968955872507
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90-%e1%83%92%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%98-%e1%83%92%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%aa%e1%83%94%e1%83%9b%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98%e1%83%ab%e1%83%94-%e1%83%94/
https://crrc-caucasus.blogspot.com/2020/07/covid-19-monitor-new-report-on-georgian.html?fbclid=IwAR3G8J_Hy8Ug_2_87ioIiwWBCmo4X9D_NcDxc8XR5KwvEZz5lGjRvkUHvAQ
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 Numerous attempts to discredit the civic sector were 

identified as a part of the monitoring. In particular, similar 

to the priest Guram Gamtsemlidze, the leader of the 

Georgian March political party said that NGOs were beggars 

which “are on the Soros payroll” to act against the Church. 

On 31 July 2020, the Georgian March held a rally near the 

Open Society Foundation office. Activists of the pro-Russian party set fire to an effigy of George 

Soros and declared that the NGO sector was a foreign-funded force acting against the Georgian 

people.  

 

Simultaneously with the criticism against NGOs, anti-Western pages and the pro-Russian Alliance 

of Patriots of Georgia claimed that the International Republican Institute (IRI) survey figures, 

according to which only 3% of the population support the pro-Russian party, are inaccurate and 

biased. At a press conference dedicated to the so-called social survey conducted by the Alliance of 

Patriots of Georgia, Irma Inashvili stated that apart from the IRI, the National Democratic Institute 

and the Edison Research were “liar organisations.”  

 

In addition, monitoring also revealed the actions of the anti-Western news agencies and some of the 

Facebook pages targeting the opposition media and parties. In this regard, the propagandist media 

acted against the Mtavari TV channel, Qronika+ and TV Pirveli. According to the narrative, these 

opposition media outlets seek to portray the situation in the country in a negative light and to this 

end report fabricated or exaggerated stories. In addition, Tvalsazrisi claimed that the United National 

Movement government was the regime which “demolished churches” whilst in power. In addition, 

according to an article published by Tvalsazrisi, the UNM plans to commit a series of murders prior 

to the election because “murder is the UNM’s trademark” whilst the “corpse-collector Vano 

[meaning ex PM Vano Merabishvili]” and “bloodthirsty Giga [Giga Bokeria, UNM government high 

official, currently leader of European Georgia]” have no chance to come back to power without 

bloodshed. Yet another pro-Russian media outlet, Saqinform, referred to the UNM’s supporters as a 

sect whilst according to Georgia and the World, the opposition parties have no chance to defeat the 

Georgian Dream and, therefore, they will resort to violence in order to change the government and 

will attempt to stage a revolution.  

 

Another area of criticism voiced by anti-Western and pro-Russian Facebook pages and online media 

outlets to target the opposition was a propagandist campaign against the former government 

conducted in the context of the Russia-Georgia war anniversary in August. The monitoring revealed 

that the following media either blamed the UNM government for waging the Russia-Georgia war in 

2008 or for falling into a Russian trap and succumbing to provocation:  Sputnik-Ossetia, News Front, 

NGOs are on the Soros payroll to 

act against the Church. 

https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/31/gavapanghurebth-da-saqarthvelos-vikhsnith-jorj-sorosis-diqtaturidan-qarthuli-marshis-aqtsia/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=308929927212411&id=111851590253580
https://tinp.ge/ge-new/vip-1/3609--iri-ndi-.html
https://www.facebook.com/geopepe01/photos/a.411190815890777/1256593261350524/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=294349255337145&id=111851590253580
https://www.facebook.com/ALTKLUBI/posts/2582855262028763
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98-%e1%83%97%e1%83%a3-%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1%e1%83%94%e1%83%95-%e1%83%a0%e1%83%94%e1%83%9f/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%91%e1%83%90%e1%83%a2%e1%83%9d%e1%83%9c%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%9d-%e1%83%97%e1%83%a5%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9c%e1%83%98-%e1%83%9d%e1%83%af%e1%83%90%e1%83%ae%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%ac/?fbclid=IwAR37xDT-Q_PyXThRr7QS4sLBNAor3dg3-P8aeMRAR1D7F-Xp4mfwGSNwQCA
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%90%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%9a-%e1%83%91%e1%83%9d%e1%83%99%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98%e1%83%90%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%a0%e1%83%94%e1%83%9f%e1%83%98-3/
http://saqinform.ge/news/47234/kezerashvilis+%E2%80%9Eformula%E2%80%9C%2C+anu+vin+aris+saqarTveloshi+yvelaze+%E2%80%9EmTavari%E2%80%9C+-+saqinformis+analizi.html
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%9d%e1%83%9e%e1%83%9d%e1%83%96%e1%83%98%e1%83%aa%e1%83%98%e1%83%90-%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%9b-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%ac/~
https://sputnik-ossetia.ru/South_Ossetia/20200808/10978914/V-Yuzhnoy-Osetii-vspominayut-zhertv-gruzinskoy-agressii-v-avguste-2008-goda.html?fbclid=IwAR0oExSdvQEuVNQzJeqq_y8wfboBe66JUxzRtRkxmGRQfZq1vwlEFgX0BlE
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/12/rusethis-dazvervis-analitikuri-samsakhuris-qhophili-uphrosi-saakashvilze-viskhedith-da-vambobdith-gamo-thu-ra-tchirs/
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Georgia and the World, Tvalsazrisi, Capital City and Alt-Info. In particular, Sputnik-Ossetia, News 

Front and Georgia and the World openly blamed Georgia and the third president of the country for 

starting the war. According to Tvalsazrisi, Saakashvili who is the “leader of the co-occupier party” 

together with Russia “unrolled the red carpet” for Russia and “led” its troops into Georgia.  The 

Capital City Facebook page promoted Soso Manjavidze’s2 viewpoint who claimed that each step of 

the Saakashvili government vis-à-vis Russia was made “in line with the script of Russia’s strategic 

intelligence.” Alt-Info blamed the wartime authorities for their failure to bring the issue of the 

forthcoming Russian aggression to the attention of international partners prior to the outbreak of 

the war and for a lack of harsh rhetoric against Russia from the very beginning. 

 

 Of note is that the anti-Western/pro-Russian media and political parties often blame the Georgian 

Dream for “excessive liberalism” and sometimes refer to it as an unacceptable political party as the 

UNM. However, in parallel, these media outlets sometimes express direct or indirect support to the 

Georgian Dream. For instance, Arno Khidirbegishvili, editor-

in-chief of the pro-Russian Saqinform, claimed in his editorial 

of 2 August 2020 that the Georgian Dream’s victory and 

independently forming the government is not in US interests 

whilst the success of the opposition and forming a multi-party 

coalition government is “vitally important” for Washington. 

According Mr Khidirbegishvili’s claim, this is stipulated by US 

belief that the Georgian Dream may not accede to Washington’s request to deploy American military 

bases in Georgia in the case of a potential military campaign against Iran. This, Arno Khidirbegishvili 

believes, would be less likely under a multi-party government.   

 

 Furthermore, the pro-Russian media Tvalsazrisi offered 

its commentary on reports published by the “Dossier” 

Centre, founded by the Russian opposition figure and 

businessman, Mikhail Khodorkovskyi, on the Kremlin-

provided funding for the election campaign of the 

Alliance of Patriots of Georgia. In particular, as claimed 

by Tvalsazrisi, the reports published by the “Dossier” 

Centre are “gibberish produced by the IT guy clicking a keyboard” and, therefore, Elene Khoshtaria 

[opposition leader from European Georgia] reporting to the Prosecutor’s Office to launch an 

investigation on the issue of the funding of the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia “had no legal ground” 

and this attempt of “MSIIR-educated Khoshtaria” turned out to be unsuccessful. 

 

2 Soso Manjavidze was one of the leaders of the pro-Russian Alliance of Patriots of Georgia until 2014. Currently, he 

leads the political section of the Civic Alternative news portal.  

Saakashvili unrolled the red 

carpet for Russia and led its 

troops into Georgia. 

The defeat of the Georgian Dream, 

the opposition’s success in the 

elections and forming a multi-party 

coalition government is “vitally 

important” for Washington. 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0-%e1%83%99%e1%83%98%e1%83%99%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90%e1%83%ab%e1%83%94-%e1%83%93%e1%83%90%e1%83%99%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%92%e1%83%a3%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98/
https://www.facebook.com/dedakalaki/posts/3448051815239255
https://www.facebook.com/altinfo01/posts/3117586271690553
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90%e1%83%9d%e1%83%99%e1%83%a3%e1%83%9e%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%a2%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90-%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90%e1%83%aa%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90-%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a3/
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/photos/a.1510978569204879/2398236473812413/
https://www.facebook.com/QartuliMarshi/posts/1011627202591633
http://saqinform.ge/news/47400/arno+xidirbegishvili%3A+saqarTvelos+omisTvis+amzadeben+-+ashsh-shi+Ria+muqaraze+gadavidnen+%28NEWS+FRONT%29.html?fbclid=IwAR3qTm3a--loODGByhAstN7KAmuBqRXEtUDcSlA2AMufSh1aQpXF29pSM-E
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%b0%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%94%e1%83%9c%e1%83%94-%e1%83%ae%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a8%e1%83%a2%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98%e1%83%90-%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1%e1%83%94-%e1%83%92%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%9d/
https://www.mythdetector.ge/ka/myth/liberalizmi-rusuli-da-antidasavluri-propagandis-samizne-sakartveloshi
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Russia Supporting Propaganda 

 

Dozens of Russia-supporting propaganda items by the pro-Russian media and Facebook pages were 

identified as a part of the monitoring. They emphasize the importance of the resumption of Georgia-

Russia relations, Russia’s military and economic might and the benevolence of Russians and 

Georgians towards each other. At the same time, the Russian threat was written off or equalled to 

Georgia’s Western partners in light of discrediting Europe and the USA. In terms of Russia-

supporting propaganda, the following entities were the most active:  Georgia and the World, 

Saqinform, News Front, Tvalsazrisi and the Stalin Facebook page. 

 

 During the monitoring period, the anti-Western and 

pro-Russian media were particularly active in 

advocating traditional topic of Russian propaganda 

which is the narrative of the restoration of relations with 

Russia. According to them, it will be foolish if Georgia 

does not start a dialogue with Russia because “the key to 

all of Georgia’s problems is in Russia” and “without 

Russia nothing will work with Abkhazians and Ossetians.” In turn, supporters of normalizing 

relations with Russia believe that Georgia cannot make a step towards the start of negotiations 

because of Western instructions and because “it is not in the Western and foremost American 

interests that Georgia solves its conflicts peacefully since that will automatically lead to normalizing 

relations with Russia.” Hence, according to local purveyors of Russian propaganda, the visit of the 

leaders of the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia to the occupied Abkhazia, which took place with 

Moscow’s blessing, was quite a positive thing. To corroborate this narrative, pro-Russian forces cite 

that part of the IRI survey, where 75% of the population supports a dialogue with Russia. However, 

based on the same survey, 78% of the population supports Georgia’s NATO membership which is 

something with which the Kremlin’s apologists are in disagreement. In addition, pro-Russian media 

makes emphasis on Russia’s military and economic might which they claim attests to the necessity 

of Tbilisi and Moscow’s establishing relations anew. According to this narrative, in spite of the 

conflict, it was Russia again who threw a “lifesaver” to Georgia amid the pandemic. The export of 

Georgian goods to Russia was named as proof. Georgia and the World together with Saqinform stated 

that “over 90% of the harvest is exported and sold in Russia” and in general “Georgia lives at the 

expense of Russia.” 

 

“It is not in the Western and foremost 

American interests that Georgia 

solves its conflicts peacefully since 

that will automatically lead to 

normalizing relations with Russia.” 

http://isari.ge/Gaigvidzet-amerikis-monebo.php
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%99%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A-2/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%99%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A-2/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%92%e1%83%98%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a0%e1%83%92%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a8%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%95%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98%e1%83%ab%e1%83%94-%e1%83%93%e1%83%98%e1%83%90%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%92/
https://grass.org.ge/uploads/other/2020-09-28/774.pdf
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90-%e1%83%92%e1%83%9d%e1%83%92%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98-%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90-%e1%83%98%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90%e1%83%96-%e1%83%92%e1%83%90%e1%83%92%e1%83%9c%e1%83%98%e1%83%ab%e1%83%94-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%98%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9b%e1%83%94/
https://netgazeti.ge/news/474287/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%94%e1%83%95%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%9e%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a4%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%AC%E1%83%A7%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9E%E1%83%94%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%90/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%AE%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A4%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A6%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97/
http://saqinform.ge/news/47579/arno+xidirbegishvili%3A+Turqulma+faqtorma+ashsh-s+aRiarebina%2C+rom+saqarTvelos+mosaxleobis+umravlesoba+ruseTisken+miiswrafvis.html
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 During the monitoring period, the pro-Russian media still continued efforts to overlook Russia’s 

aggression against Georgia. According to Georgia and the World, although Georgia is no longer a 

CIS member state, the “Russian President still has a special 

attitude [towards Georgians.]” Pro-Russian sources 

highlighted that in spite of the “benevolence” of the Russian 

government towards Georgian people, “the Kremlin is 

obliged to protect its own national interests and people from 

threats.” According to their view, “[by occupying Georgia] 

Russia was forced to protect its own geopolitical interests 

which was stubbornly disregarded by Georgia which was turned into a puppet of aggressive Western 

circles.” Local purveyors of Russian propaganda claimed that most of the Georgian people, who are 

sympathetic to Russia and who are artificially subjected to “Russophobic” sentiments, understand 

this very well. Furthermore, Russian propaganda even proclaimed that the problem in Russia-

Georgia relations is in Georgia itself because the “[Georgian side] has breached every verbal, written 

and contractual agreement with Russia since the 1990s” whilst “with excessive nationalism, 

chauvinism and inconsistency, it destroyed relations which were built over years, as well as life, in 

an apple-pie order.” 

 

 Monitoring revealed that similar to the previous months, 

the pro-Russian media continued to portray the West as a 

global aggressor and Russia as acting in self-defence. For 

instance, Georgia and the World claimed that in August 

2008, the USA ordered Georgia to start the war against 

Russia to which the latter responded and the results for 

Tbilisi were calamitous. According to News Front, Russian 

opposition politician Alexey Navalny was poisoned not by the Kremlin but by the West in order to 

cause political tensions or, in the best case, unrest in Russia. Georgia and the World wrote that the 

US instruction to Georgia is to commit provocations at Russia’s southern borders; Russia has never 

been in such a hostile environment as it currently finds itself and therefore Moscow has to take 

relevant measures in response.    

 

Simultaneously with such narratives, pro-Russian media portrayed Kremlin as champion of the 

traditional values and proclaimed normalizing relations with Moscow as a priority for Georgia. In 

particular, according to Georgia and the World “global community understood that the only 

powerful protector of national and traditional values is Russia, stretched at 1/6 of the earth and its 

President Vladimir Putin, that is why simple people count on him”. According to this narrative, in 

light of African and Asian migrants soon outnumbering local population in Europe, “Russian 

President takes preventive measures: he wants to attract people from neighbouring countries, who 

Russia was forced to protect its 

own geopolitical interests vis-à-

vis the West by occupying 

Georgia. 

Alexey Navalny was poisoned 

not by the Kremlin, but by the 

West, to cause political tensions 

or unrest in Russia 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%9D%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%95-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%97/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a1%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%97%e1%83%a3-%e1%83%93%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%90%e1%83%9e%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%99%e1%83%94%e1%83%91%e1%83%98/?fbclid=IwAR14AppoQbTEyIV-urXbApSUzgYocHXHLDp3Zz1pQsQkafMmfpOJ0kuyhA4
http://saqinform.ge/news/47549/ratom+alaparakdnen+amerikelebi+da+saqinformis+mTavar+redaqtors+arno+xidirbegishvils+mxari+dauWires%3F+.html
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%E1%83%90%E1%83%AE%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%A0%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A7%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/06/rusophobebo-qarthvelo-medroveebo-chvenshi-khom-araa-problema-rame-ruseththan-urthierthobashi/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%92%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%91%E1%83%90%E1%83%90%E1%83%97-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%AA%E1%83%AE%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%90%E1%83%AE%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A-%E1%83%AE%E1%83%94/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/22/thu-navalni-motsmlulia-ratom-rusulma-da-ara-dasavlurma-spetssamsakhurebma-gaakethes-provokatsiis-areulobis-da-dadzabulobis-miznith-revaz-kilasonia/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%A8%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%90/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A1%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%A1/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A7%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%9D%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%95-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%97/
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culturally and mentally, or as in case with Georgia, religiously close to the Russians and provide 

them with better conditions than in USA or Europe. 

 

Together with all the aforementioned, Russian propaganda continued to idealise the Soviet Union 

and cultivate nostalgy. According to the respective narrative, “Georgia was flourishing” in the Soviet 

era, “genius” leader Stalin, who “brought the world to its knees” was a huge sponsor of scientific and 

cultural advancement, whilst the USSR itself was “an union established as a result of liberation of 

workers in one big part of the earth”.  

Anti-Turkish Disinformation 

The monitoring revealed sources which promoted anti-Turkish propaganda and disinformation:  

Georgia and the World, News Front, Tvalsazrisi, Facebook-page Stalin, Kardhu, Facebook-page 

Capital City, Facebook-page Turkey is an Occupier, Saqinform, Facebook-page Ani-liberal Doctrine, 

“Georgian Idea” and “Georgian March”. 

 

In July-August monitoring period, anti-Western and pro-Russian propaganda mouthpieces, by 

referring to “threat” coming from Turkey, sought to portray Turkey as main enemy of Georgia and 

propagate necessity of Russian aid to Georgia to defend against Turkish threat. Of note is that 

disinformation/propaganda on this issue increased as compared to the previous period.  

 

Georgia and the World has been outstanding in 

spreading propaganda in the aforementioned direction 

and sowing groundless fears in public. The newspaper 

claimed that “Erdogan tries to revive the Ottoman 

Empire” and has a chance of territorial expansion at 

Georgia’s expense. This narrative is in line with the 

years-long campaign of the Alliance of Patriots of 

Georgia. In August, the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia 

erected a banner in Ajara, captioned as “Defend your own share of Ajara” and reiterated this 

narrative in campaign ads. This step of the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia was followed by public 

outcry. Pro-Russian sources threw their support to the campaign of Alliance of Patriots of Georgia 

and concluded that public criticism was “another provocation against the Alliance of Patriots of 

Georgia”. Pro-Russian media also responded to the criticism in regard to banner and said it was an 

attack and “campaign to discredit” Alliance of Patriots of Georgia. According to the News Front 

editor, Shota Apkhaidze, Turkey has its own geopolitical interests in the Caucasus and these interests 

cover Georgia, since the latter was part of the Ottoman Empire. Shota Apkhaidze believes that 

within the context of neo-osmanism, pan-Turkism and Erdoghan’s foreign policy, Georgia and 

Turkey would be able to conquer 

entire Georgian territory “under aegis 

of NATO” and deployment of Turkish 

military in Georgia will be “Turkish 

occupation of Georgian territory”. 

https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%ad%e1%83%9d%e1%83%97%e1%83%90-%e1%83%9e%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98%e1%83%9d%e1%83%93%e1%83%a8%e1%83%98-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%94/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/28/mtrebis-jibrze-zestaphonshi-genialuri-stalinis-dzegli-amaqhad-dgas/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/07/a-katsi-msophlio-daachoqa-erthaderthi-romlis-shemosvlaze-ruzvelti-da-cherchili-phekhze-dgebodnen-lali-kiknavelidze/?fbclid=IwAR22GcxRTPW87usF-5Rt2jt6I28jnYfHe-6G_rDz_83eMQ6cTRi-ssTEy-8
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%99%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-15/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%93%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A6%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%98%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9E%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0/
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0%e1%83%93%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a6%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5%e1%83%95%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%97%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a5%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%a2/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%98%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9b%e1%83%90-%e1%83%98%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%ac%e1%83%95%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%94-%e1%83%9e%e1%83%90/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%9e%e1%83%90%e1%83%a2%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a2%e1%83%97%e1%83%90-%e1%83%90%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%a1%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%ac%e1%83%98%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90-2/
https://www.facebook.com/111851590253580/photos/a.111865720252167/322550022517068/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/111851590253580/photos/a.111865720252167/322550022517068/?type=3
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%97%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A5%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98-%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/10/erdoghans-aqvs-teritoriebis-gapharthoebis-shansi-saqarthvelos-kharjze/
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foremost Ajara, is considered as in integral part of Turkey and joining Ajara is in progress through 

annexation, economic expansion and political reverences. Shota Apkhaidze also promoted 

disinformation narrative, according to which “if Georgia joins NATO, Ankara will really succeed in 

deploying its troops in the neighbour country and no legal aspect will be an impediment”. Therefore, 

Apkhaidze was claiming that Turkey “under NATO’s aegis” can occupy entire Georgian territory 

and deployment of Turkish military in Georgia will be “Turkish occupation of Georgian territory”. 

Moreover, he claimed that “America has negotiations with Turkey and if Georgia joins NATO, USA 

will hand over these territories first of all to Turkey”. 

 

In the monitoring period, pro-Russian sources actively sought to portray Turkey as an occupier and 

demanded that similar to the museum of Russian occupation, open museums for Turkish, Arabic and 

Persian occupation. According to Georgia and the World, if the Georgian Dream and United 

National Movement make emphasis on “Russian occupation of 22% (?!) of the Georgian territories” 

then they should not forget “34% permanently occupied by Turkey”. In addition, Georgia and the 

World sought to justify Bolshevik Russia’s invasion of Georgia by a phony argument that ostensibly 

“Bolsheviks returned soil to Georgia sold by the Mensheviks for piles of cash”. Citing this example, 

Georgia and the World compared Bolshevik invasion of Georgia to Ottoman conquest of Georgia 

and concluded that the latter was much more damaging for the country.  

 

Analogously to Georgia and the World, News Front also circulated disinformation that Russia has 

done nothing bad to Georgia (“Russia did not fight religion, Georgian consciousness, independent 

thinking and did not oppress us), whilst Turkey has never defended Georgia from the Russian 

aggression. A political entity, Georgian Idea published video, saying that similar to Russia Turkey is 

also an occupier (not a partner), who captured enormous Georgian territory and continues 

occupation and annexation of Ajara. Based on this, the Georgian Idea claimed that “Turkey is 

Georgia’s number one enemy”.  

 

According to the anti-Western sources, it is true that Russia occupied Georgian territories, but 

Turkey had already annexed the country’s territories, which they claim is even worse. In addition, 

Facebook-page Kardhu claimed that Georgia refused to celebrate Didgori Day not to annoy Turkey 

and because of that, the page called for people to protest. In order to make image of the enemy from 

Turkey, anti-Western sources circulated a list of Turkey’s hostile actions against Georgia entitled as 

“What Turkey has Wronged Us”? To the same aim, appeals such as “Turkey is a physical occupier 

and spiritual aggressor” and “#Turkeyisanoccupier” were regularly circulated throughout the social 

networks. 

 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a3%e1%83%a1%e1%83%94%e1%83%97%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%98%e1%83%94%e1%83%a0-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/15/rodis-iqho-rom-rusethi-abuchad-igdebda-chvens-rjuls-gvinadgurebda-ojakhuri-tskhovrebis-tsinapartha-tsess-da-qarthul-tsnobierebas-manana-udzilauri/
https://www.facebook.com/qartuliidea.ge/posts/609717413262674
https://www.facebook.com/217114512148619/photos/a.217989565394447/885293908664006/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/erovnebaqartveli/photos/a.1832942796993489/2686860841601676/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/StopTurkishOccupation/posts/1078884892506692
https://www.facebook.com/StopTurkishOccupation/photos/a.602443586817494/1117125938682587/?type=3
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According to Georgia and the World, historically speaking, Turkish brutality ended only after 

Georgia joining Russia, which was followed by driving out Turks and taking back Georgian 

territories. The newspaper claims that Turkish imperial policy still continues but not by sword and 

fire but at the hands of investors, whom Turkey uses to carry out economic and educational-cultural 

expansion, which constitutes Turkification and Islamisation process. 

 

In the context of Turkish imperialism, pro-Russian sources 

linked demand of building mosques in Ajara to “re-Islamisation 

of Ajara”. According to them, next stages of “Turkish 

expansionist plan” imply settlement of ethnic Turks in Ajara and 

“joining Ajara to Turkey”. As per propaganda, “who believes that 

Turkey does not carry out Islamisation and Turkisation of Ajara 

is either a complete idiot or Turkey’s agent”.  

 

According to News Front, Turkey pursues “soft power” policy in Georgia, which means acquisition 

of buildings in Batumi by Turkish businessmen. The media outlet claimed that Russia must get credit 

for getting Ajara back to Georgia from Turkey, whilst on the contrary, “Georgian people sold Ajara-

Kobuleti and settled 40,00o Turks there”. Georgia and the World said normalizing relations with 

Russia and adopting military non-alignment was the solution of that problem. Saqinform’s editor-

in-chief also concluded that “Turkish factor made the USA acknowledge that majority of the 

Georgian people strives towards Russia.” These messages are fully in line with the message-box of 

the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia.  

 

The monitoring also revealed an intensification of disinformation messages in regard to the Treaty 

of Kars. For instance, Tvalsazrisi and the Stalin Facebook page claimed that the Treaty of Kars will 

expire in 2021 and “only Russia is able to defend against the expected Turkish aggression.” According 

to Saqinform, based on the Treaty of Kars, Ajara can soon be given to Turkey and only Russia “is the 

sole safeguard that Turkey will not occupy Georgia or at least part of it.”  

 

The Georgian March made contradictory remarks regarding this topic. On the one hand, they stated 

that the expiration of the Treaty of Kars in 2021 was a myth but, on the other hand, said that based 

on Agreement Between the Republic of Georgia and the Republic of Turkey on Partnership, 

Cooperation and Good Neighbour Relations of 25 March 1993, it is possible that Turkey may take 

Ajara. According to the Georgian March, the reason behind this was part of the 1993 agreement 

where the parties committed to respect the Treaty of Kars which was signed on 13 October 1921.  

 

According to Georgian and the World, Turkey is interested in aggravating the situation in the South 

Caucasus and Ankara is a factor in the instability of the region. In the context of the conflict between 

Turkish imperial policy still 

continues, but not by sword 

and fire but at the hands of 

investors 

https://www.facebook.com/dedakalaki/posts/3469973236380446
http://geworld.ge/ge/%e1%83%95%e1%83%90%e1%83%9f%e1%83%90-%e1%83%9d%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%90%e1%83%a8%e1%83%95%e1%83%98%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98-%e1%83%94%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%98%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%a4/
https://www.facebook.com/StopTurkishOccupation/photos/a.602443586817494/1117125938682587/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/StopTurkishOccupation/posts/1113448932383621
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%9c%e1%83%98%e1%83%99%e1%83%9d%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%96-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%9f%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%90%e1%83%9c%e1%83%90%e1%83%ab%e1%83%94-%e1%83%a1%e1%83%a0%e1%83%a3%e1%83%9a%e1%83%98/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/05/atcharis-realuri-patroni-galiph-ozthurqi-saqarthvelos-thurqethis-da-azerbaijanis-gareshe-ar-ganikhilavs/
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/25/1878-tslis-25-agvistos-thurqebma-datoves-atchara-da-rusebma-daikaves-bathumis-olqi-gia-gogitidze/
https://sputnik-georgia.ru/radio/20200813/249204844/Khidirbegishvili-rezultaty-oprosa-IRI-ob-otnosheniyakh-s-Rossiey-blizki-k-realnosti.html
https://news-front.info/2020/08/16/arno-hidirbegishvili-tureczkij-faktor-vynudil-ssha-priznat-chto-bolshinstvo-naseleniya-gruzii-tyagoteet-k-rossii/?fbclid=IwAR0RW60eQoz0DtEoaO2r24iyD_hRW3rPFSht3SDfPau0l9vlFm4JmwjxBjA
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2365795343723193
http://saqinform.ge/news/47579/arno+xidirbegishvili%3A+Turqulma+faqtorma+ashsh-s+aRiarebina%2C+rom+saqarTvelos+mosaxleobis+umravlesoba+ruseTisken+miiswrafvis.html
http://saqinform.ge/news/47578/arno+xidirbegishvili%3A+Turqulma+faqtorma+ashsh-s+aRiarebina%2C+rom+saqarTvelos+mosaxleobis+umravlesoba+ruseTisken+miiswrafvis.html
https://www.facebook.com/110671210679338/posts/141257074287418
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-2/
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Armenia and Azerbaijan, pro-Russian sources indicated an emerging threat that in order to help 

Azerbaijan, Turkey may use Georgia’s territory as a military route and bridgehead without any prior 

permission or agreement, something which would be an infringement of Georgia’s sovereignty. Pro-

Russian sources also blamed the Embassy of Turkey in Georgia for moving the Armenia-Azerbaijan 

confrontation to Georgia’s territory.  

 

Disinformation Regarding the Coronavirus 

Although the epidemiologic situation was relatively stable in Georgia throughout July and August, 

coronavirus-related disinformation was still actively promoted. The major narratives were 

unchanged: 

 

• The virus was man-made in a laboratory. 

• The virus is followed by an enforced vaccination which aims to decrease and control the population. 

• COVID-19 is not that dangerous and is a typical flu, or moreover – it does not exist at all. 

In contrast with the other targets, the coronavirus-related disinformation had much more diverse 

sources and a larger scale of dissemination. Social network accounts (including fake accounts) were 

actively used to circulate disinformation. Many well-known public figures were also involved in 

promoting disinformation regarding the coronavirus.  

According to one of the claims, Chinese scientists who fled from China and found shelter in the USA 

acknowledged that the virus was man-made in a laboratory. The contrasting information, that it was 

the Americans who created the virus for world hegemony, was also reported. A fake photograph, 

showing former US President Barack Obama together with Anthony Fauci and Melinda Gates (Bill 

Gates’ spouse) ostensibly visiting a Wuhan laboratory in 2016, was making the rounds as proof of 

the virus being man-made.  

 

A video, claiming that the coronavirus is not a lethal virus and myths and panic about it are 

artificially created, was actively circulated through Georgian social networks. The coronavirus was 

equalled to a seasonal flu. In addition, it was reported that the pandemic statistics were falsified and 

the official data do not correspond to the reality. Tvalsazrisi reported that out of 1,000 coronavirus 

deaths in Italy, only 18, in fact, had died from the coronavirus. The Stalin Facebook page demanded 

that Georgia’s relevant authorities published the full names of all of the infected individuals. In 

addition, the same Facebook page claimed there were simply no infected people in Georgia.  

 

False information about testing was also buzzing around in social networks. According to the 

Georgia Above All Facebook page, “testing can be used to collect the world’s population’s DNA 

http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%98-%E1%83%98%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A1/
https://tvalsazrisi.ge/%e1%83%a1%e1%83%90%e1%83%a5%e1%83%90%e1%83%a0%e1%83%97%e1%83%95%e1%83%94%e1%83%9a%e1%83%9d%e1%83%a1-%e1%83%9b%e1%83%97%e1%83%90%e1%83%95%e1%83%a0%e1%83%9d%e1%83%91%e1%83%90-%e1%83%92%e1%83%90/
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2365797787056282
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2360897737546287
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/photos/a.1510978569204879/2371630516473009/?type=3&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARAsGI54KR-V0AiAZRs88ApdonXPCOiFjsZ4WSv2Y33QEcsChMqZB7NI6veKl4lqAVYwecRGTBndYpJwxzUVkrZEbz2dwsbTdrOx9oUHrUY5DaPyItU2D7jc1lUSxmFt7TRYURAbpwuwOP7epvohmi0fse7d5wFaiLmQAgWVM7srJh6LaLLIfZQLsQii_ju-BLvYb2AzWGO8DDH0NlQJMxewB_Fr-_oIUBfgOeCZ5cbtBCwoaNK5_sMJbDxtZNmNlZJXX6RENTvnGjb5WYVAhcJwvxYfTaTUxthYt0ak7o1C2jr7avLp3Z6sjgIDHF9ze8f3SwO8ivJyUvp20KzHaYt8p8vd
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2379125865723474
https://www.facebook.com/328255007802524/posts/624153041546051
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/14/kethili-inebeth-sakheli-gvarith-gagvatsanith-dainphitsirebulebi-an-morchith-am-samartskhvino-ambebs-dito-bidzinashvili/
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2388083291494398
https://www.facebook.com/328255007802524/photos/a.328397764454915/625785804716108/?type=3
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database and implanting nanochips and the so-called ‘sleeping’ viruses in the body.” In accordance 

with the same message, testing allowed the collection of biological samples of half of the Georgian 

population which were sent to the USA. It was claimed that the testing was used for genetic mapping 

to produce a targeted biological weapon. Some groups event asserted that testing is dangerous for 

human health and deeply inserting the testing swab into the cavity between nose and the mouth 

during a test might cause a brain injury. The Stalin Facebook page circulated an allegation of the so-

called South Ossetian security service that the Lugar Laboratory employees, acting in US interests, 

were catching bats in villages adjacent to the so-called border and this was supposedly related to the 

coronavirus. According to Tskhinvali-based office of Sputnik, the Lugar Laboratory poses a real life 

hazard not only for Georgian and South Ossetian peoples but for the whole Caucasus.  

 

The primary target of the coronavirus-linked disinformation was vaccination and related issues. The 

Free Spirit Facebook page claimed that Masons plan to use the vaccination to degenerate mankind 

and decrease the population. The author of the post called for people to refuse vaccination. The same 

page promoted false information that the God of Death, Anubis, was depicted on the COVID-19 

“vaccine equipment.” It was actively reported that an experimental vaccine, which would not be 

lab-approved, was to be tested on people. The Resonance newspaper quoted the Russian 

psychotherapist, Kashpirovsky, who claimed that Bill Gates and associated groups would use the 

coronavirus vaccine for the mass extinction of people. News Front was writing based on pseudo-

scientific Global Research that the vaccination will become globally mandatory in the future and 

which might indicate threats and interests behind it. Georgia Above All claimed that if a mandatory 

covid-vaccine is not administered to children, the government will take children away from their 

families. Georgia and the World reported fake information that large coronavirus-affected countries 

refused the experimental vaccine and that it would be tested in Georgia and other similar countries. 

It was also reported that the vaccine will degrade and mutate human genetics. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/328255007802524/posts/631179354176753
https://www.facebook.com/328255007802524/posts/633591353935553
https://www.facebook.com/groups/286417012543830/permalink/307916257060572/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/286417012543830/permalink/313605563158308/
https://www.facebook.com/1510968955872507/posts/2365516460417748
https://sputnik-ossetia.ru/South_Ossetia/20200717/10873786/Realnaya-ugroza-zhizni-MID-Yuzhnoy-Osetii-o-deyatelnosti-laboratorii-Lugara-v-Gruzii-.html
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=135514954738388&id=106622230960994
https://www.facebook.com/106622230960994/photos/a.106631084293442/159189625704254/?type=3
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/07/27/amerikashi-mosakhleobaze-eqsperimenti-itsqheba-masobrivi-satesto-kovid-vaqtsinatsia/?fbclid=IwAR0s86C0wqDC7JoHVlkF1MO0iizuZ8hrnHz6fzXDoSucuisAHBFuSy8ZLOQ
http://www.resonancedaily.com/index.php?id_rub=4&id_artc=101849
https://ge.news-front.info/2020/08/22/sameditsino-phashizmi-idzulebithi-kovid-vaqtsinatsia-avstraliidan-daitsqheba/
https://www.facebook.com/328255007802524/photos/a.328397764454915/624092154885473/?type=3&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARA3SDwL6U_Q3AMg4H5QAZ_n7Ctf3ZYyUxAymFD50w1k3HGj3qoRa9J_B6OTuad6Dp0RG1muACmBiJgSuDfdv59zUKOfmcby4U2ffhH_E3uXCdF1cIMPkWrP3rlMdtxmHzjq7fDUVj5TCk3SSvkuwP4ljZtVAmIotJrRJ-4PLy7fkh9jE2rhXvohYBeqQ-26xDrs-71cKtIIiKtiEI0lmQ3ak80XVmTs1mjUeLvqTO3BqxS3FlUzdwodTxEaxDxvIwkOQJyFmU3TGnvh9C3R11WtaAWxKDruSO-PE069cmPwy5Uc7gUNx4Xb9WIlJj4WizXesrLtQbDP0-_qlVmrg0E
http://geworld.ge/ge/%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90-%E1%83%90/
https://www.facebook.com/328255007802524/photos/a.328397764454915/639951649966190/?type=3
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    Statistics of the Main Actors 

 

  

    

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the monitoring, a total of 1,372 items were studied and 253 of them were included in this 

report. However, since Facebook removed Alt-Info and related pages in October 2020, a total of 223 

active links are included in the report. Georgia and the World was the most active as the leading 

media in terms of Facebook outreach, website reads and the number of articles. Of note is that News 

Front, which was the most widespread source in the first two reports (January-February and March-

April), had its outreach decreased in the current monitoring period. Although News Front still ranks 

second in terms of the number of articles, its circulation (interactions) on Facebook is null. All News 

Front articles posted on Facebook were removed by News Front itself (because Facebook has not 

blocked pages promoting News Front content), supposedly to hide inauthentic behaviour and evade 

sanctions. There is a remarkable hike in the activity of Tvalsazrisi in the monitoring period. If 

previously Tvalsazrisi largely acted as a news agency, which relatively seldom promoted 

disinformation and propaganda, it became quite active in July-August in that regard and achieved 

the largest reach on Facebook after Georgia and the World.  
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Statistics of the Sources Included in the Report 

 

 

 

 

Georgia’s Reforms Associates (GRASS) is a non-partisan, non-governmental policy watchdog and 

multi-profile think-tank which was established in October 2012. GRASS conducts research and in-

depth analysis of Georgia’s foreign, security, disinformation/propaganda, public policy and public 

administration fields. 

 


